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REFLECTING ON THE MEANING
OF ONENESS

THE VIEW OF HUMANITY AND THE WORLD IN THE LOTUS SUTRA

(The scripture that
we rely upon and

place our faith in is) <It’s view of humanity) {worldview)

\\_ REV. SONO

s

{The Lotus Sutra conveys) {This message)

the Threefold
Lotus Sutra. In
particular, we
value the truths
about humanity
and the world
that are revealed

is that people start
with the mind of
compassion, then
aspire and take
action to increase
the happiness and
reduce the suffering

If all people realize they
are bodhisattvas, and
each person awakens to
and manifests their
inherent buddha
nature, then this saha

the message that it is
precisely anonymous,

us who have the ability
and responsibility to
solve the problems of

ordinary individuals like

is supported
by core
principles of
the Lotus
Sutra: “All life
is part of and

in The Sutra of of the people world—the real world [ life and the world, sustained by
the Lotus Flower around them—in of human beings—will thereby encouraging us one great life”
of the Wondrous other words, human instantly be to awaken to the fact and
Dharma (the beings become transformed into a land that we are “everything is
Lotus Sutra). bodhisattvas. of tranquil light. bodhisattvas. one.”
THE UNIVERSE IS ONE, THE WORLD IS ONE
“Everythin The Earth .
{Founder Niwano) {The Lotus Sutra forms)< is Onye,,> g W<as born) (This fact means)
“There was the basis for This in a universe on this Earth
only one goal reflecting on the simply that icto | tual that the entire
for me when | founding spirit of means continues to exis stmta rr:cu ua universe can be
founded this organization and that “the evolve as L YAte 0 considered one great
Rissho N reinforces the [y UNIVErsels |1 one entity, |nter<¥ehpir'1dence. life and shows us that
Kosei-kai, and important concept one, the like a single everatflfi"n
that was to that “everything is Earthis life form, Ty g each and every one
liberate one,” which is the one, and and SUSti'F‘S adnb 1S of our individual lives
people from dynamic force for the wor,I,d everything Sus takllne |y is united as one.
suffering.” liberating people. IS one. existing everything eise.
{In the world of religion,)
(Therefore,) {Founder Niwano)
many different faiths have ( L u ]
in common the principle of _ will emerge in their minds advised, “Other
. all people—not just people of : . people have their
the oneness of all things - . . and that, in turn, will L )

A || faith—stop dwelling on minor [ | th Id of ,| own individuality,
and teachings about the differences, ‘ en a?rge e w?r o] . their own position,
mind of compassion and liberation that brings with and their own

love. it peace and hope for life. ;

turn their eyes toward what P P circumstances.
And above all, different faiths they have in common and When you
are one in their feelings of recognize that they are really That said, human beings understand that, a
respect and reverence for “one,” a deeper sense of are una’ble to do this generous feeling to
God and the Buddha. compassion and tolerance ) accept and embrace
those people
{Around the same time, at the Third World Assembly of Religions for Peace (1979),) naturally arises
within you.”
Founder Niwano issued a warning that seemed to foresee the current state
of the world and the planet: “We must rise above narrow-minded
nationalism. We must achieve a broader regionalism, and eventually an
all-embracing globalism.”
Even now, nearly half a century after the Third World Assembly, | feel a C{YOUR TAKEAWAY)

deep sense of regret that the founding spirit of our organization—the
goal of “liberating people” —has not been fully realized, and | think that
we should again reflect on our mission to build together a world in which
everyone supports one another and we are all united as one.




